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It wasn’t long ago that flashy Alternative Rock band Arctic Monkeys were seen as mere prospects, ripping up the charts with their arrogant looks and sharp style in the late 2000s, but it has been a good 3 years since their previous album and though consistent in sales, it ceases to set the world on fire. Someone from the same genre is yet to hit the astronomical levels that have faced the likes of Arctic Monkeys and Red Hot Chilli Peppers, but one band is looking to change all that.
Up step 3 young lads at an open mic session in a North London pub on a misty December night in 2012, the stage was set in front of an audience which expected nothing more than a wannabe group mimicking and possibly ruining some of history’s greatest rock songs. Their names were called and onto the stage walked three individuals; humble clothing reflected their rather sheltered upbringings in the suburbs of which they grew up together, whilst their instruments appeared to show a different streak to the band, with rugged guitars and a single drum set contrasting their neat appearance. 
Little did they know that industry connoisseur and owner of major record label, Brad Peters was in town to take a look at what’s on show, he liked them so much that talks allegedly began straight after the show to sign them up to ‘Rain Records’, his label’s name at the time. Speaking in an interview in 2015, he told of his experience, explaining: “As soon as the trio stepped onto the stage, I could see they’re unique, they had something about them that caught the eye. I believe they played a cover of Kings of Leon at the time, and as soon as I heard them, I could tell they would be fucking brilliant. They drew the affinity of the crowd straight away and any nerves were wiped within seconds. I just had to sign them!”
Nowadays you’ll find that Dan Brody, Gerry Crawfield and Dillan Raveshaw are more akin to performing before thousands of fans at festivals rather than rambling pub-goers, with their debut album “Rags to Riches” reaching #1 in 3 different countries and 6th best-selling in US charts, but they haven’t stopped there, they’ve recently announced themselves on the scene of festivals, having made an appearance at both Reading and Glastonbury in 2015. However, they have shown they’re not afraid of the many drawbacks that come along with fame, many a time going back to their roots and keeping their feet on the ground. Maybe it’s this attitude which makes them so relatable and therefore popular among young adults, who can be sure to sing along to many of the N17 tunes as if living it themselves. 
N17 have declared that they’re not afraid to speak to press, but will not let themselves get carried away with the fame and rumours that are presented along with it. Knowing this, I asked the group politely if I could ask some questions about how life had treated them since that fateful night at The Hare and Pine pub in North London almost 3 years prior to today, I gave them the choice of place and time, and shortly heard back from them. 
They sent me the address of a corner café in, you guessed it, North London! I arrived fashionably early to a tiny little café hidden away from the hustle and bustle of the high street. Once I entered, it was something else, I can only say that it described the band perfectly, it didn’t give too much away from the outside, but inside was bursting with personality and flavour. The smells of English breakfast played a strong contrast to the Colourful walls filled with memorabilia from former stars, you could tell the band spent a lot of time here and influenced the café’s appearance heavily. 
I took a seat at a red-leather seated booth overlooking an image of a signed Nirvana record cover backgrounded by a red brick wall whilst waiting for the band to arrive; of course they were fashionably late. As a lead singer does, Dan walked in first, followed by bassist Gerry and drummer Dillan. They had a confident spring in their step and nodded to the chef as they walked past to my booth, you could tell that N17 was no longer a band for messing around; they had matured since the days of their late teens when they first felt fame, and now refrained themselves to an elegant, classy look rather than the punk rockers that now feels like just one of their teenage phases. As they take a seat across from me, I don’t wait for small talk as time must be a valuable resource for such up and coming artists, I begin questioning straight away:
So..What’s with the name?
Dan “Come oooon, it’s simple really. It’s exactly where we are, N17 stands for this part of North London. Basically when we got together and started jamming, the thing that connected us best and showed who we are was the place we lived in. Therefore, we thought it was a bloody good idea to name our band by the postcode. It’s stuck ever since and we have no complaints.”
And what inspired you to get into making music?
Gerry “We’ve known each other for donkeys, we go back to secondary when we would meet after school and play games on the Playstation, it never really turned into music until we realised we all had a passion and interest in alt rock. It was fucking fantastic, like opening a gate to an infinitely large playground”
So how do you decide your style?
Dan “Are you having a laugh? We’ve never had a need to decide our style because we choose how we want to dress. If we chose our style we’d end up being one of those shit bands that tour the caravan parks, we ain’t like that, we stick to our roots, keep it clean but classy. No need for none of that tattoo’ing shit, we make our own individual style how we want to dress”


Why just the three band members? Ever consider adding anyone else?
Dillan “It’s funny you should mention that because we was discussing it in the studio the other day, there was originally four of us, a guy named Ray used to be our main drummer, I was actually pretty shit at the time and could only play guitar. Anyway, he was a lazy bastard and didn’t turn up to our sessions so we had to cut him, there was a pretty big falling out at the time.”
Oh wow, a mystery drummer! Do you know his whereabouts today?
Dillan “I personally never kept in touch, but I heard he was a pretty hardcore druggie at one point and ended up joining a hardcore punk band, we’re not about either of those lives so I couldn’t be bothered either way to be honest, at the end of the day, I’m twice the drummer now Ray ever was.”
Would you reconnect if he came crawling back?
Dan “No way. There’s still such big fallout from the argument that it’ll be ages until we’re even speaking again, let alone friends. He won’t come crawling back for friendship, he’d only want money, it’s the sorry state of the music industry nowadays, where metal in your pocket and a number in your bank account is worth more than trust and friendship. I think it’s safe to say we don’t give a shit about money, as long as we have enough to survive, I’m a happy bunny.”
So where do you go from here?
Dan “World domination of course.”
*Chuckles from band and myself*
Gerry “We’re currently working on releasing some singles, then once we’ve found our new groove, we’ll get straight back in there with a tour I think. We don’t want to reach the stage where we’re bored of this lifestyle; we need to keep things fresh. So I can’t think of a better way to do that than travel the bloody world and live the dream. If we can, I’d want us to reach out to as many people as possible, and hopefully inspire people to make music themselves.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]That’s where I left it, thanking them for their time, and offering them a beer down the pub whenever they feel up for it. After having the encounter with such large prospects that are surrounded by such huge hype in the industry, I couldn’t wish success on anyone better, I feel like they are genuinely great chaps and keep their heads on Earth. I’m excited to see what they can come up with in the next few years and will definitely be booking myself to one of their tour dates!
